
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BETHANY NEWSLETTER 
August 2026 

Please update the following information in 

your Bethany Telephone Directory. 

  

Resident Updates are 

not available on the 

website. 

 

Please make the following corrections in your 

telephone directory/July newsletter. 

Doreen Senger - 502/Manor 

Nadya March - 501/Manor 

Denise Bracegirdle - 158/Place 

Mary Ann Bartel - 245/Place 

Sorry for any inconvenience 
this may have caused. 

The dog days of summer 

The Sunday of seasons 

The warmth of the trees 

The glow of the evenings 

August 

Will you promise me to slow down 

If I swear to savor every drop of you. 

- emma.the.poet 

The Main office will be closed August 3rd for  

HERE’S A FUN FACT 

The name of our province is derived from 
the Cree name for the Saskatchewan 
River, which is “Kisiskatchewanisipi” 
meaning “swift-flowing river.”  

The modern spelling was adopted in 
1882 when the area became a district of 
the Northwest Territories.  
  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  Jerry Letkeman 
  Executive Director   
  Phone: 306-242-9019 
  Email: jerry@b55.ca 
 

 

Psalm 90:1-2 — "Lord, you have been our 

dwelling place throughout all generations... 

from everlasting to everlasting you are God." 

 

August on the prairies has a way of reminding 

us to pay attention. Summer moves quickly - 

especially after we spend most of the year 

waiting for it. The flowers are at their best, the 

evenings are still long, and there is usually a 

good conversation waiting somewhere in the 

Courtyard or hallway. 

 

At Bethany, an enriched quality of life is not 

only found in programs or special events. 

Community is built in the ordinary moments: a 

resident welcoming a new neighbour, a family 

member staying for coffee, a staff member 

taking time to listen, or someone noticing that 

another person could use a little company.  

 

As our 40th anniversary year continues, I am 

grateful for the people who have shaped this 

community. Bethany’s story has never been 

only about buildings. It is a story of faith, 

service, and people choosing, again and again, 

to care for one another. Residents, families, 

staff, volunteers, churches, and friends have all 

helped make this place what it is today. 

 

 

This month, I hope each of us will find one 

simple way to strengthen that spirit. Introduce 

yourself to someone new. Invite a neighbour to 

sit with you. Make a phone call. Share a story. 

 

Small gestures may not make the news, but 

they often make someone’s day. 

 

By the time you read this, the 110 La Ronge 

main lobby renovations will be close to 

completion. Thanks to an anonymous donor 

who provided the bulk of the funds and for 

other contributors as well. Residents, your 

patience during construction, both for the 

elevators and for this lobby renovation, did not 

go unnoticed, thank you very much! 

 

Let us enjoy August without rushing it along. 

I’m reminded of our lobby renovation tile 

installers, they worked carefully, unrushed, so 

that the finished product is beautifully crafted 

and there are no regrets. There is still summer 

to be lived, let’s make it beautiful, with every 

drop of sunshine and every smile cherished.  

 

Consider time with a friend over a dish of ice 

cream, savoured to the last lick of cream with 

the beautiful fragrance of mosquito repellent 

lingering in the air. 

 

Enjoy August!          



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spiritual Care News & Notes  

August 2026 

God who knows the human heart…has made no 

distinction between them and us.  Acts 15:8,9 

(Peter speaking at the historic Council at Jerusalem) 

SUNDAY WORSHIP August 2026 

10:30 a.m. Fellowship Centre on the Book of Acts 

 

August 2:  Communion, Patrick Preheim speaking 

August 9:   Jeanette Hanson, Christian connections 

August 16:  Patrick Preheim speaking on “The Way” 

August 23:  Patty Friesen speaking on Lydia Acts 16 

August 30:  Lois Siemens speaking 

Grief Share Group 
 Will resume in September – December. 

Details to follow.  

Anyone is welcome to check us out. 

We are Christian-based but you do not 

have to be religious to attend.   

The grief process is important for all of us, 

women and men, whether we have lost a 

spouse, friend, child, grandchild, sibling. 

 

Bethany Library:  Check out the new 

Pastors Picks for what Patty and Patrick 

think everyone might enjoy reading, 

particularly the Grief section beside it. 

Having been kicked out of our office for a month for lobby renovations has been good 

for us. Patty has been camped out in Laura’s Lane and appreciates everyone who 

stopped by. Patrick has been roaming around to Bistro and Villa meals, Court coffees 

and floor parties. We have enjoyed getting to know many of the new folks who have 

moved in. We are here for everyone – not just religious folks. Please invite us to your 

suite or floor gathering or stop by our newly cleaned office in August (hopefully!) 

Pastors Patty Friesen 

 & Patrick Preheim 

Spiritual Care Coordinators 

Phone: 306-229-3288 

Emails: patty@b55.ca 

 patrick@b55.ca 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Fund Development Desk 
 
Bethany Manor’s 40th Anniversary – August 27th, 2026 

Our staff and Board of Directors are thrilled to mark our 40th year of operations in 2026!  

This informal ‘Ruby’ anniversary is a perfect time to reflect on the path and milestones of our 

organization, including fundraising projects for improvements in Manor Phases I & II, the Courtyard, 

Tower, and our Villa, in addition to our Walkway campaign several years ago.  

Each of these improvements ensured we could serve a growing need in our broader community and 

improve how we serve our (current and future) residents. Our subsequent round of upgrades to our 

Villa, elevators, and most recently, the 110 lobby all show our drive to keep Bethany rejuvenated and 

responsive to the needs of our community.  

Thank you to the Chair’s Ruby Circle donors, our Ruby Leader sponsors, and our other sponsors for 

their contributions to Bethany’s birthday bash and for their service to our thriving community.  

Bethany Manor 40th Anniversary Ruby Leader Sponsors: 

 

                                      

 

 

We hope you can join us for this event – Please RSVP at the Main Office no later than noon on 

Wednesday, August 12th.  

Our September newsletter will feature a full listing of all our supporting sponsors.  

While we celebrate our 40th this month, please know that we are continuing our work building our 

programs, equipment, and benevolent funds, and we look forward to announcing our Fall 2026 

fundraising priorities soon! 

 

With gratitude, 

 
 

Fund Development Coordinator 

Certified Eden Associate 
306-371-9922 

 
 
 
 

Reminder – E-Transfer Giving Method 
We have E-Transfer as a means of  

giving to Bethany. Donors can opt to send  

their donation via their bank to the email:  

melanie@b55.ca (...and maybe email us 

first to ensure we know your intentions!).  

This will allow donors to make their gift  

without paper cheques or the fees that  

are charged via other giving methods. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mennonite  
Historical Society of 

Saskatchewan 
  
  

You are welcome to come to the 

basement of Bethany Manor at  

110 La Ronge Road to research  

your ancestry, use our lending  

Library, or just to visit and  

see what we have.  
 
  

Hours:  

Mondays AND Wednesdays 

1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. by 

appointment 

CLOSED ALL STATUTORY 

HOLIDAYS 
  

For more information,  

please call: 306-242-6105 
 

Join The Bethany Book Club 
 

Did you know that we have a unique book club at Bethany?  

Instead of everyone in the club reading the same book at the same time, participants get to 

choose their own book to read. Each participant then gives a short synopsis and rating of the 

book they read. It’s a great way to find new reads and try new books that you may have 

otherwise overlooked in our library. 

Residents are welcome to join in on the last Friday of every month at 2:00 pm in the activity 

room on 4th floor between the Manor and the Tower. Don’t forget to check out our great little 

library in BPLL. The collection is pretty amazing and is augmented by books on loan from 

the Saskatoon Public Library (SPL). The SPL often sends us lots of LARGE PRINT books, 

that help make reading a bit easier for those of us whose eyes just aren’t as sharp as they 

used to be.   

As the summer days continue, may you dive into many bookish delights.     

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) invites you to 

Gardens for Good: Cultivating Peaceful Communities, 

a garden party fundraiser at Floating Gardens in Osler. 

 
Join them on Thursday, August 6 from 10:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

for live music, refreshments, and stories of how compassion and generosity are building 

more peaceful communities in Saskatoon and rural Uganda. 

There is a sign-up sheet at the main office. There is a $10 deposit. The bus will be leaving 

from the Manor 110 entrance at 9:45 a.m. 

                                                                

                             Bethany is celebrating  

                    our 40th anniversary!             
 

On behalf of Bethany Manor Board and Staff, it is our pleasure to invite you, all 
Bethany Residents, to join us in celebrating our 40th anniversary! 

 
Date & Time: 3:00 p.m., Thursday, August 27, 2026 

Location: Back parking lot along the walkway/behind Bethany Tower. 
 

There will be a short program with historical reflections and community recognition. 
There is entertainment, supper, and a cake auction as well! 

 
We would be thrilled to have you join us to celebrate this meaningful occasion. 

At no cost to you, thanks to our donors and sponsors. 
 

Please RSVP by noon on Wednesday, August 12, 2026, by contacting Jennifer Klassen at 
the main office 306-242-9019 extension 0 or come by the front desk. 

 
While we understand residents may wish to invite family members or guests, due to 

limited space, we are unable to accommodate additional attendees. 
 

     



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Bethany Support Funds 
  

Having a hard time making ends meet?  

Did you know that Bethany has financial 

assistance support funds for rent payments 

and health/medical related expenses for 

eligible rental residents? 
  

Housing Assistance Fund (HAF) 

*assists with rent for independent living 

rental residents 
  

Assisted Living &  

Personal Care Support Fund (ALPC) 

*assists with rent/fees for assisted living 

rental residents and Villa personal care 

residents 
  

Health & Wellness Assistance Fund 

(H&W) 

*reimburses significant health/medical 

costs including but not limited to hearing 

aids, foot care, etc. 
  

Application forms for these funds may be 

picked up at the main office. All applications 

and your information are confidential.  
  

If you have questions about applying for 

one of the funds, contact Jennifer Saunders, 

Administration & Housing Manager at 

306-242-9019 or  

jennifers@b55.ca. 
  

 

MCC Connects: In its 9th season, Grow 

Hope Saskatchewan is helping to support 

the work of MCC and the Canadian 

Foodgrains Bank to provide emergency food 

supplies and long-term food security 

programs around the world.  

Each acre sponsored represents real, 

tangible support for families who need 

reliable access to food. 

Thanks to the generosity of MCC supporters, 

225 of the 505 acres have already been 

sponsored this year!  

To help sponsor the remaining acres, and to 

read stories from Saskatchewan farmers, 

visit: www.growhopesk.ca. 

 Join SCOA’s Pen Pal Program 

Adults 55+ are invited to join the 
conversation. Be paired with a student for 
monthly letter exchanges from September 

2026 to June 2027. 
 

Share your interests, hobbies, or any topic 
you enjoy, build a meaningful connection, 
and experience the joy of making a new 

friend! 
 

Join the conversation!  
Interested in becoming a Pen Pal? 

Contact Saskatoon Council on Aging 
306-652-2255 or admin@scoa.ca 

What is in a Word? - Common acronyms used around Bethany: 

Bethany Place Lower Level = BPLL                             Fellowship Centre = FC 

Business Resource Centre = BRC                                Manor Multi-Purpose Room = MMPR 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editors: Jennifer Saunders & Jerry Letkeman 

Contributors: Angela Schmiemann, James Perkins,  

                    Pastors Patty Friesen & Patrick Preheim 

Copywriter/Design & Circulation: Jennifer Klassen 

Mission Statement of Bethany 
  

Providing residents with safe, affordable  

Housing, and an enriched quality of life through 

programs and services. 

August Birthdays 

 

Resident Birthdays are 

not available on the 

website. 
 

 

 

A friendly reminder for all staff 

and residents: 

Do NOT let anyone into the 

buildings that you do not know, 

or has not been buzzed in. 

You are not being rude; you are 

being cautious. 

Only together can we make 

Bethany a safe place to live. 


